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Armstrong, Jennifer. Pockets. Illustrated by Marie
GrandPre. Crown, 1998. ISBN 0-517-70926-0.
$18.99. Unpaginated.

* 3+ PB

age-perhaps adults need its message more than
their children do.

••••

Reviewed by Rachel Welton

A mysterious young woman is lost at the edge
of a small village on the plains. When she is
found the next morning, the villagers decide to
employ her services as a tailor. When they
inquire if she has any sewing skills, she replies
that she can sew countless beautiful, elegant, and
exotic articles of clothing. The villagers tell her
that they don't believe in wearing embellished
clothing; they want her to sew plain, gray dresses
and shirts that won't distract them from their
heavy labor.
The young woman agrees and spends her time
sewing countless numbers of plain, gray clothes.
Soon depressed and discouraged with such
monotony, she devises a secret plan to break the
dreary pace. Turning her own pockets inside-out,
the tailor embroiders intricate designs that tell
stories of far away, exotic places. The pocketpictures seem to come magically alive and allow
the tailor to revisit in her mind the places she has
left behind. Soon she begins to sew these designs
into the clothing of other townspeople. At first,
the pockets meet some rejection, but they soon
begin to transform the town. The villagers
themselves, able to break away from their steady
working pace, discover that there is more to life
than just the bare essentials.
The soft, vibrantly colored illustrations
coupled with an enchanting text give a wonderful
treat, not only to the eye, but also to the soul.
Armstrong reminds us that life cannot be just
about working and surviving; it must be about
dreaming and wondering and loving. A beautiful
book with a message appropriate for any

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1998

Auch, Mary Jane. Frozen Summer. Henry Holt,
1998. ISBN 0-8050-4923-1. $15.95.202 pp.
A 5+ FI

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

Twelve-year-old Mem is the eldest child of a
Connecticut farmer who has moved his family to
western New York in 1816 in search of new farm
land. Mem's mother has been reluctant about the
move. Far from the feisty frontier woman, she
misses her family members and their comfortable
life in Connecticut. After she delivers her third
child-disappointingly a daughter for which she
blames herself-she becomes withdrawn. Mem,
who prefers working with her father to being
relegated to womanly tasks, suddenly finds that
she is her baby sister's surrogate mother.
The fate of the crops seems to reflect the
mental and physical health of Mem's mother as
the summer of 1816 turns out to be a "bust" for
farmers because of the unusually cold weather.
The author notes that the weather of the summer
of 1816 was probably influenced by the 1815
eruption of Tambora, a giant volcano in the
southern islands of Indonesia. Likewise, Mem's
mother's mental illness erupted after the family's
move to New York and the birth of a baby girl.
However dark the subject punctuating this story,
it does leave a message of hope. For example,
discouraged farmers pushed further west, opening
up new frontiers, and Mem's family elects to
return to Connecticut and the sheltering love of
relatives. A powerful story of a mother's
declining mental state and its ramifications on
family members at a time when very little was
known of depression.
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••••
Bruchac, Joseph. The Heart of a Chief Dial,
1998. ISBN 0-8037-2276-1. $16.00. 153 pp.
A- 5+ FI

Reviewed by Tom Wright

This unique book, using sixth grader Chris
Nicola as the protagonist, explores various aspects
of life on the Penacook Indian Reservation
without employing a hard edge or cynical view.
As a matter of fact, Chris finds a number of
positive growing experiences in the new school
year. The setting is well chosen in that Chris and
his other reservation cohorts attend school offsite
at a local public school. Bruchac deals with a
number of stereotypical challenges thoughtfully
and allows his characters to come to some natural
resolutions.
Chris finds out rather serendipitously that he
has the gift of leadership. He finds himself
protesting a casino project to be built on "sacred"
ground, and his arguments become the catalyst for
a new solution. He also finds himself the center of
an argument in school over the use of Indian
names for sports teams. These sometimes
hackneyed themes are treated with a fresh, "reallife" integrity by the characters in this book.
Perhaps others might feel the story is too
formulaic (including an alcoholic father in
treatment), but I found the story and the main
character quite intriguing. Bruchac does a good
job of inserting cultural nuances into the story
while still recognizing Chris' nature as a sixth
grader interested in being accepted by his peers
and the opposite sex. All in all, a good read.

••••
Buehner, Caralyn. I Did It, I'm Sorry. Illustrated
by Mark Buehner. Dial, 1998. ISBN 0-80372010-6. $15.99. 32 pp.

* 1-5 PB

Reviewed by Rachael W. Galvez

Created by a husband and wife team from Salt
Lake City, this book uses animal characters and

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss4/3

silly scenarios to remind children how to behave
with kindness and integrity. It manages to teach
important lessons, while leaving both children and
adults laughing in the aisles. Caralyn Buehner
uses alliteration, pun, exaggeration, and wordplay to make her text tons of fun. Mark Buehner's
illustrations are appropriately playful and include
hidden pictures in each illustration. This book
would make a good gift for any parent or child
and could be used as a starting place for
discussing a variety of values.

••••
Cadnum, Michael. Heat. Penguin, 1998. ISBN 0670-87886-3. $15.99. 196 pp.
B 6+ FI

Reviewed by Wendy Bishop

Bonnie is in the hospital after suffering a
serious diving accident. Bonnie's attitude about
her accident seems a bit reclusive-maybe
because she is afraid to admit she has had a
serious injury. She downplays the bump on her
head, feeling confident she will be back to
practice straight away. Bonnie even lies about her
symptoms while recovering to hasten the doctor's
decision to let her start diving again.
Towards the middle of the book, the reader
meets Bonnie's father and discovers he is facing
criminal charges. Bonnie's parents divorce, and
her father marries his secretary. His motives
become apparent as the facts unfold. However,
Bonnie again finds it hard to face them and
refuses to believe her father has done anything
wrong.
It takes several chapters to describe the
hospital and its staff, making the storyline drag a
bit, but the author's descriptions of places and
people fit his writing style, which he describes at
the end of the book: "I don't plan my novels in
great detail. I [just] sit down to write very
morning [not knowing] what will happen. I have
the feeling the world of my characters is waiting
to be discovered."
For those interested in diving, this book may
be very interesting, but most reader will find that
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Bonnie does not seem to change much over the
course of the book.

••••
Carbone, Elisa Lynn. Stealing Freedom. Knopf,
1998. ISBN 0-697-89307-5. $17.00. 258 pp.
* 5+ FI

Reviewed by Nancy C. Evensen

Born the daughter of a slave mother and a free
father, Ann Maria Weems enjoys the warmth of a
loving family. Despite the hard work from
morning until night and inhumane treatment, Ann
is happy because of her family's close
relationships. All this is destroyed when her
brothers are sold South. After her father solicits
the help of an abolitionist, her mother and sister
have their freedom purchased, but their master
will not sell Ann. Her family assures her that they
will not rest until they are able to buy her
freedom. However, she understands the
temperament of her heartless master well enough
to know that she will never be allowed freedom.
The despair and loneliness Ann feels subsides as
she tries to make a new life for herself. When she
least expects it, she is "kidnapped" by an
abolitionist and begins a ride on the underground
railroad. Despite a few close calls, she is
successful in obtaining her freedom in Canada.
Ann Maria Weems was a real person. The
research done on this book is impressive. Not only
does the author live in Maryland where Ann lived,
she also reenacted many of Ann's experiences,
such as traveling to Canada by train following
Ann's route. Rather than travel in a sleeper car for
the twenty-four hour trip, she sat in a seat so that
she could see what Ann saw and felt. She read
thousands of pages of slave narratives, in addition
to researching other details of the time period. She
carefully explains which parts of the book are true
and which are filled in.
The story is powerful; the reader wants to
cheer right along with Ann when she crosses the
border into Canada. The descriptions of human
lives and families being torn apart are heartwrenching. The details of the cruel, inhuman

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1998

treatment imposed on the slaves are emotionally
stirring. The reader cannot help but applaud the
risks taken by abolitionists to assist those in need.
The book is compelling and offers a realistic look
at slavery.

••••
Chambers, Veronica. Marisol and Magdalena:
The Sound of Our Sisterhood. Hyperion,
1998. ISBNO-7868-2385-2. $20.49. 141 pp.
A 7-9 FI

Reviewed by Rachael W. Galvez

Even though they were born in the United
States, Marisol and her best friend, Magdalena,
enjoy many elements of their Panamanian culture.
Although their Spanish is limited, the girls share
in the food, festivals, and traditions of their older
relatives who came from Panama. They also
experience other adventures common to thirteenyear-old girls-from trouble with siblings to
hopes for boyfriends. When Marisol' smother
decides to send her to Panama for a year with her
grandmother, she is shocked and upset. She
becomes reconciled to the idea, because she
believes she will find her father, whom she has
never known. Parting with Magdalena is hard, but
in Panama, Marisol is befriended by a nice girl
who lives nearby. Marisol enjoys getting to know
her grandmother for the first time, and she even
learns to speak Spanish comfortably. Even though
her attempts to find her father are unsuccessful,
Marisol realizes she is lucky to have all the other
people in her life who love and care for her.
This book provides a balanced look at both
the familiar struggles of junior high life and the
taste of a different culture. I found Marisol to be
a very engaging character, though I felt her
change of heart at the end came rather suddenly.
I also wondered why the book was named for both
girls, even though Marisol was the main character
and nearly half the book took place in Panama
without Magdalena. In any case, enjoyed the
book, and I believe young people will too.

••••
3
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Daly, Niki. Bravo, Zan Angelo! Illustrated by
Niki Daly. Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1998.
ISBN 0-374-30953-1. $16.00. Unpaginated.
A K-4 PB

Reviewed by Rachel Welton

It's the middle of the Renaissance in Venice,
and little Angelo Polo wants to perform as a
clown with his once-famous grandfather, Zan
Polo. Zan Polo objects at first, giving Angelo
many reasons why he cannot perform with his
troupe. Finally, Zan Polo consents to letting
Angelo crow like a rooster from behind the
backdrop. Elated, Angelo prepares himself for the
performance by getting himself a rooster-like
mask and altering his clothes to resemble the
plumes and cockcomb of a rooster. When the
performance begins, Angelo is tremendously
excited as he waits for his cue. Unable to resist,
Angelo peeks through the backdrop, and gives a
"cock-a-doodle-do"
during
his
rousing
grandfather's act. His grandfather is displeased,
but the crowd so much enjoys Angelo's act that
Zan Polo gives Angelo his own performing
name-Zan Angelo.
This delightful book, with its artistic
illustrations depicting Renaissance Venice, is a
fun read that would be enjoyable for all ages. The
author includes a historical note at the end of the
story that gives some background of the real street
performers of which Zan Polo was actually part.

list can provide a party with a fortune-teller or
help you figure out your life's destination. Do
you know how to read your palm? Get directions
from an apple? Make fortune cookies? With this
book available you do!
The directions are simple, and the illustrations
are clear and generous. This one' s a must-have.

The KidS' Guide to

fORTUNE

TELLING

© 1998 Kids Can Press

••••

••••

Dickson, Louise. The Kid's Guide to Fortune
Telling. Illustrated by Pat Cupples. Kids Can
Press, 1998. ISBN 1-55074-479-8. $5.95. 40
pp.

Evans, Richard Paul. The Christmas Candle.
Illustrated by Jacob Collins. Simon &
Schuster, 1998. ISBN 0-689-82319-3. $16.00.
32pp.

A 4-6 NF

A Pre+ PB

Reviewed by Janet O. Francis

An invaluable compendium to winning
friends and influencing people, this collection of
fortune telling tools will never spend a night on
the sheW
Combining modern numerical
calculations with the magic stuff of folklore, this

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss4/3

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

It's Christmas Eve on a deserted cobblestone
street. Thomas, a brooding young man who is
making his way home, carries a lantern containing
a spent candle. When he sees the light of the
village candlemaker's shop, he brushes past a
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beggar and enters the shop, only to accuse the
chandler of spending his energies making fancy
candles that only melt into a mass of wax.
Thomas wants a utilitarian candle. His arrogance
is countered by the stem wisdom of the chandler,
who promises that Thomas' new, inexpensive
candle will prove costly. And indeed it does. On
the trek home, Thomas comes across a beggar
woman who looks like his mother. Taking offhis
cloak, he wraps the woman in warmth. She then
disappears, and Thomas realizes it was a trick and
that he is now in danger of freezing. Next, the
lantern illuminates the form of a man who looks
like his brother lying in the gutter. Thomas picks
up his brother's body, struggles to carry him, and
decides to find the nearest shelter-a nearby inn.
The innkeeper demands payment. Thomas leaves
with the old innkeeper his knapsack containing all
the money he has, then realizes that the man who
he thought was his brother is really a stranger.
Thomas is confused and the innkeeper is
convinced that he is mad. Once again, Thomas
strikes out for home. In the distance he sees the
brilliant lights of home when he comes across a
little girl who shivers with cold. With nothing left
to give and not wishing to be duped again,
Thomas ignores her plea for food.
At home, Thomas is welcomed by his family.
A wonderful feast adorns the table. His
mumblings about a Christmas candle and an old
man catch his sister's attention. In her questioning
face, Thomas sees the cold beggar girl, and his
spirit makes a connection. He bolts from the warm
house in search of a child in need.
Minimal text and lavish, yet brooding,
paintings in dark, somber tones make this a
picture book for all ages, but especially for the
not-so-young.

••••
Flake, Sharon G. The Skin I'm In. Hyperion,
1998. ISBN 0-7868-0444-0. $14.95.171 pp.
B 6+ FI

Reviewed by Suzanne Ostvig

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1998

The Skin I'm In is an inside look into the life
of a black girl named Maleeka. Maleeka struggles
to accept herself and to be accepted by her peers.
Miss Saunders, a high-powered business woman
who decides to teach for a year, plays an
important role in helping Maleeka love herself
and develop her talent of writing. Miss Saunders
knows what it's like not to be immediately
accepted, because her face is blotched by a skin
condition.
Maleeka's friend Char brings Maleeka clothes
to wear at school everyday. Char is not the best
influence on Maleeka, and Ma1eeka must choose
if she will let Char control her life. This book will
bring smiles and feelings of empathy as Maleeka
faces challenges and learns to overcome them. It
teaches the importance of being able to accept
oneself regardless of one's differences. The moral
decisions junior high students face are
demonstrated, and the book shows that although
they make mistakes, junior high kids also have
good hearts. This book will be enjoyed by both
young and old as they are transported into
Ma1eeka's world. The Skin I'm In approaches life
honestly, showing that life is not always easy but
is well worth the effort.

• •••
Griffin, Adele. The Other Shepards. Hyperion,
1998. ISBN 0-7868-0423-8. $14.95.218 pp.
A 6+ FI

Reviewed by Rachel Welton

Eighth grader Holland Shepard and her
younger sister Geneva live in the shadow of the
siblings who died before they were born. "The
parents," as Holland and Geneva call them,
obviously love their two daughters but seem
unable to leave behind the memories of the
children that were so tragically removed from the
family. Holland spends much of her time playing
mother to Geneva, who has obsessive-compulsive
tendencies. When Annie shows up in the
Shepard's kitchen one day to paint a mural as a
birthday surprise for their mother, Holland and
Geneva are caught in her spell. Annie is like no

5

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 19 [1998], Iss. 4, Art. 3

12 Brigham Young University
one else they have ever mown, and even Geneva
seems healed when Annie is around. Annie plays
a pivotal role in helping Holland and Geneva
make peace with a past they never mew, though
the parents think that Annie is nothing more than
their daughters' imaginary friend.
A captivating and often heartwarming story,
The Other Shepards examines a close relationship
between two very different sisters and their
relationship with the siblings they never mew.
Towards the end of the book, the reader wonders
whether Annie is real or just a figment of Holland
and Geneva's imagination, but concludes that
Annie is real to the sisters, which is all that
matters. This book is a story of wounding and
healing, of sorrow and joy, of death and-most
important-of life .

••••
Hall, Zoe. Surprise Garden. Illustrated by Shari
Halpern. Blue Sky Press, 1998. ISBN 0-59010075-0. $15.95. Unpaginated.
A Pre+ PB

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

In this picture book, children prepare a garden
plot and are given "surprise" seeds. They must
tend and watch the garden to see what grows. As
the plants bloom and the blooms fall, the children
begin to see just what it is they have grown. They
soon learn that all the seeds they have planted are
edible. Some vegetables can easily been seen and
identified, such as beans and squash, but some are
just leaves that are eaten. Some need to be pulled
up, and it is the root that is eaten. Others grow tall
above their heads, and it is the seeds that are
eaten. The last surprise is a garden party.
The last page of the book lists the vegetables
and shows what the seeds and plants look like. If
one cannot actually plant any seeds, this is an
excellent way to grow an imaginary vegetable
garden for children. Other similar titles are
Growing Vegetable Soup and Planting a Rainbow
by Lois Ehlert.

••••
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss4/3

© 1998 Baje Whitethome, Sr.

Hammerschlag, Dr. Carl A. Sika and the Raven.
Illustrated by Baje Whitethorne, Sr. Turtle
Island Press, 1999. ISBN 1-889166-23-5.
$16.95. Unpaginated.
B+ 2-4 PB

Reviewed by Marsha Broadway

Young Sika wishes for a baby of her own
when she visit Anna and her new baby. When
Sika tells her wish to Uncle Eli, who is a wise
man and healer, he shares a Native American
legend of another young girl who had the same
wish. The girl seeks the help of Grandfather
Turtle, who gives her the test of caring for a bright
and beautiful raven. "But no matter how he begs
and sings," the girl can not let him out of his cage
for one year. The girl grows to love Raven and
finally agrees to let him fly if he returns to the
cage. Raven escapes, the girl proves she isn't
ready to have her own baby, and Grandfather
Turtle takes away Raven's song and beautiful
colors.
The story is intended as a lesson in patience
and in promise-keeping, but young readers may
miss the point. The framework story of Sika and
Eli ends with Sika saying, "I guess I'll have to
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wait for a baby." However, the final sentence,
which is printed without quotation marks but
appears to be Sika's thought, states, "I liked Uncle
Eli's story, but if Grandfather Turtle had given
Raven to me, I don't think I would have let him
out." Sika may not have learned patience but
simply that young girls do not have babies.
The strength of this book lies in
Whitethorne's bold color-filled illustrations that
reflect respect for and an understanding of nature
and Native American culture. Although
contemporary in style, the illustrations employ
elements of traditional Native American art and
iconography, particularly in the geometric
borders. This book would be well used in many
school and public library collections.

••••
Hoban, Julia. Acting Normal. HarperCollins,
1998. ISBN 0-06-023519-5. $14.95. 206 pp.
A 7+ FI

Reviewed by Wendy Bishop

Stephanie has no trouble "acting normal"
until an unpleasant childhood memory is brought
forth through the sense-memory acting method
she learns in her acting class. The objective of the
sense-memory method is to create a reality that is
non-existent.
The reality of Stephanie's childhood is
unpleasant, but it exists only for brief moments,
revealing itself through a childlike version of her
own voice. This voice comes out while at a bus
stop with her friend Dahlia. A truck driver is
hurting Dahlia, and suddenly Stephanie
remembers experiencing this same pain. The
voice comes out and freaks the truck driver.
Dahlia escapes, and Stephanie acts normal again.
Now that Dahlia is the victim and Stephanie
the audience, her childhood stage becomes more
clear. As Dahlia blames herself for the attack,
Stephanie can now help her friend understand
how ridiculous it is to blame yourself for abuse
perpetrated by others.
The storyline is powered by Stephanie's
ability to overcome. The reader will feel good at

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1998

the end for Stephanie's progress and courage.
This book is an excellent choice and an example
of how to overcome sexual harassment and child
abuse.

••••
Inkpen, Mike. Nothing. Illustrated by Mike
Inkpen. Orchard, 1998. ISBN 0-531-30076-5.
$14.95. Unpaginated.
A Pre+ PB

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

The family is growing and moving to a new
home. Everything has been packed for the move
down the street to a larger house. Well, nearly
everything. Upstairs in the attic under an old rug
is the "Nothing." He has been unloved and
forgotten for so long that he no longer remembers
his name or what he was. He knows that he used
to stand upright and that he used to be played
with-but it has been a long time. When the big
rug was packed, he was left alone in the attic. A
passing mouse decides to help him, because it
knows that new people always throw everything
away. As they pass through a hole in the floor, the
"Nothing" realizes that he too once had a tail. In
the garden, the "Nothing" meets a fox and realizes
that once he too had ears-and stripes! He
wonders what he was. Then he meets a cat who
takes him home with him. Grandpa meets them at
the door and immediately recognizes the
"Nothing." Grandpa washes him and gives him
new ears, a new tail, and whiskers. The ''Nothing''
had been Grandpa's favorite toy, and now that he
is all cleaned up he is himself again-a small,
stuffed cat who now belongs to the new baby.
A new retelling of a Velveteen Rabbit kind of
tale. Anyone who has or remembers a long-loved
toy will love this book.

••••
Korman, Gordon. The 6th Grade Nickname Game.
Hyperion, 1998. ISBN 0-7868-0432-7.
$10.46. 154 pp.

7

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 19 [1998], Iss. 4, Art. 3

14 Brigham Young University
A 5-7 PB

Reviewed by Rachel Wad ham

Best friends Wiley and Jeff are masters at
giving niclmames to their fellow students and to
the faculty at Old Orchard Public School. When a
new girl, Cassandrea, moves into town, and Mr.
Hughes' job is threatened by their class's low
reading test scores, both Wiley and Jeffs
nicknaming ability and long-standing friendship
are threatened.
Korman has expertly crafted a fast-paced
snapshot look into the lives and loves, ups and
downs, of two friends and their sixth grade class.
The title is somewhat deceptive. The book focuses
more on the two boys' trials as they try to come to
grips with liking the same girl and with bringing
up their reading test scores than on the "nickname
game" the boys play. Extremely witty, this novel
teaches some subtle lessons about friendship and
the value of reading without letting the lessons
overpower the plot. Children aged ten to twelve
will find the characters easy to identify. with,
because the characters are very true to life. Fans
ofJon Scieszka and Lane Smith's Time Warp Trio
series can add this book to their must-read list.

••••
Krauss, Ruth. You're Just What I Need. Illustrated
by Julia Noonan. HarperCollins, 1998. ISBN
0-0602-7514-6. $14.95.28 pp.
A Pre-2 FI

Reviewed by Susie Quartey

A fun book about guessing, hide and seek,
and playing games with mom. It's a good choice
for toddlers but will also be enjoyed by readers
ages three to seven. The illustrations are life-like
and endearing.
The text is enjoyable, but the illustrations are
the outstanding feature of this book.

••••
Layefsky, Virginia. Impossible Things. Marshall
Cavendish, 1998. ISBN 0-761-45038-6.
$14.95.207 pp.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss4/3

A 5-8 FI

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Brady has just turned twelve years old, and
his father, a widower, has a girlfriend named
Troy. Brady hasn't yet come to accept the death
of his mother, who died in an automobile accident
caused by a drunk driver. He's still carrying a lot
of hurt around with him. The good times the three
of them used to have together are still vivid
memories, and Brady wants to fmd a way to bring
her back. This hope is just one of the "impossible
things" that give meaning to the book's title.
Although I have never gone through an
experience like Brady's or personally talked to a
child of this age who has, I felt Brady's feelings
were portrayed realistically. Brady tells his own
story and often speaks directly to the reader:
"I got this idea. I'll tell you what it was. Get
ready to scream with laughter. I don't care.
What I thought was: maybe I could get her
back."
Impossible Things is an interesting combination of
reality and fantasy. Brady, on one of his trips to
his secret cave in the rocks by the beach near his
home, finds a newborn monster-like creature. He
communicates through thoughts with this
amazing, fast-growing creature, Excalibur, and he
begins to believe he really can get his mother
back. On one of his trips to the beach he saves a
young boy, Gareth, from being swept into the
ocean, and meets Gareth's widowed mother.
Brady, through his association with Gareth and
his mother, begins to feel loved and accepted. Just
as Brady saved Gareth from the storm, Brady's
association with Gareth and his mother saved him
from the storms in his life.
"And it was Gareth's mom, who was
beautiful, like Excalibur, and somebody who,
like my mom's smile, took me in out of the
storm and told me without words that
everything was positively all right forever,
because somebody loved me."
This is a beautiful story that emphasizes how
important communicating love is to all people,
especially those who are going through
challenging experiences. It might serve as an eyeopener for a parent or teacher who is having
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trouble communicating with a child who has lost
a loved one and is going through the healing
process. Layefsky is to be commended for not
using vulgar and profane language to portray
Brady's intense feelings.

••••
Llewellyn, Claire. I Didn't Know that Some
Plants Grow in Midair and Other Amazing
Facts About the Rainforest. Illustrated by
Myke Taylor and Jo Moore. Aladdin/Collier,
1998. ISBN 0-7613-0714-1. $19.90. 32 pp.
A 2-6 NF

Reviewed by Annette Van Wagenen

Open the pages of this exotic, informational
rain forest book, and all kinds of interesting facts
and tidbits will pop out. Many topics contain
hands-on projects, true or false quizzes, and
picture searches. Intriguing animals presented
include flying foxes, saltwater crocodiles, and
mud skipper fish.
The illustrator has captured the feeling of the
rain forest with his detailed, water-colored
pictures. It's amazing how much can be learned
about a place that is so far removed from most
people's experiences. This book captures the
wonder and problems faced by a part of the world
that is important to all.

••••
Marsden, John. A Killing Frost. Houghton
Mifflin, 1998. ISBN 0-395-83735-9. $15.00.
275 pp.
A 9-12 FI

Reviewed by Rachel Wad ham

The third of seven planned books in a series
that started with Tomorrow, When the War Began
(1995), and Dead ofNight (1997), A Killing Frost
(published in Australia and the UK under the title,
The Third Day, The Frost) is the continued story
of Ellie and her friends. After Australia is invaded
and taken over by foreigners, a small group of
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gutsy teenagers survive by hiding in the bush,
while they launch guerrilla attacks to help defeat
their enemies. In A Killing Frost, the teens
develop and carry out their most dangerous plans
yet: to rescue their friend Kevin, who is captured
in the first book, and to blow up a large container
ship that is located in one of the enemy's most
strategic command posts, Cobbler's Bay .
As exciting, harrowing, and realistic as the
first two novels in the series, A Killing Frost
cannot stand on its own, for it needs the context
and plot exposition of the first two novels. Much
more violent, but with much less of the sexual
content of the first two books, this book is sure to
be a favorite of teenagers who enjoy science
fiction or who are reluctant readers. Teachers will
find these books excellent places to spark in-depth
discussion on various ethical issues. Fans of the
series will be interested to know that book four,
Darkness Be My Friend, and book five, Burning
for Revenge, have been published and are
available in Australia and the United Kingdom.
Book six, The Night is for Hunting, will be
available in Australia and the United Kingdom in
early 1999.

••••
Marzollo, Jean. I Spy Gold Challenger! Illustrated
by Walter Wick. Scholastic, 1998. ISBN 05909-04296-3. $12.95. 32 pp .
A K+ FI

Reviewed by Annette Van Wagenen

All you I Spy fans, get ready to be challenged.
This book is for those who love to find every
single thing in every single riddle, including the
extra credit riddles. The creators of the I Spy
series took their favorite pages from previous
books and compiled them into this book. They
created super-hard riddles to accommodate the
many requests in children's letters for more
difficult ones.
Each photographed page is filled with
interesting and countless objects set in a particular
theme. Tum the page and there is another unique
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work of art. This book will provide hours of
challenging entertainment.

••••
Matcheck, Diane. The Sacrifice. Farrar, Straus &
Giroux, 1998. ISBN 0-3743-6378-1. $16.00.
198 pp.
A 6+ FI

Reviewed by Wendy Bishop

Matcheck's first novel uses graphic detail to
instance the unmerciful bloodshed of the Morning
Star Sacrifice, a ceremony performed by the
Pawnee tribe for whom the observance is religious
in nature and vital to their survival.
A girl is born with a twin brother. The mother
dies in childbirth, and later the boy also dies when
he is trampled by horses. It had been prophesied
that one of the twins would die young, and the
other would become a great leader among the
Apsaalooka (Crow) Indians. The father, believing
his son's death to be an accident, cannot believe
his daughter will become the destined leader. She
is determined to prove him wrong by convincing
her people that she, not her brother, is the "great
one."
At first, she has no respect for animals but
delights in killing them to prove she can be a great
warrior. However, the story takes a different turn
when she is captured by the Pawnee tribe, and her
own life is on the line. She remembers having
heard from some Shoshone traders that "the
Pawnee cut out the hearts of captive girls." Her
terror diminishes as these foreigners treat her with
an unfamiliar respect. She cares deeply for one in
particular, Wolfstar, the bundle keeper, who later
proves his loyalty and helps her to survive.
This is a story about love and sacrifice, a
story about the value of human life and the
complexities behind giving and taking a life.'
Although the blood and gore may be offensive to
some young readers, they cannot be kept from
evaluating and measuring the cost of true
friendship.

••••
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss4/3

Meeuwissen, Tony. Remarkable Animals.
Illustrated by Tony Meeuwissen. Orchard,
1998. ISBN 0-531-30066-8.
$15.95 .
Unpaginated.
A K-6 PB

Reviewed by Annette Van Wagenen

This delightful flip book introduces the reader
to ten animals. An interesting description of each
animal is given in a three-part segment. These ten
remarkable creatures can become up to one
thousand bizarre beasts with astonishing new
identities. With the flip of a page, the name,
description, and illustration entirely change. A
weevil can turn into a wunkfitor complete with an
explanation of its characteristics.
This book provides entertainment as well as
factual information. The illustrations depict
brilliantly each animal, and their bold, bright
colors are eye-catching and appealing. Get ready
to find out all about the Rhossullar.

••••
Mikaelsen, Ben. Petey. Hyperion, 1998. ISBN 07868-0426-2. $15.95. 280 pp.
B+ 6+ FI

Reviewed by Nancy C. Evensen

Petey is born with cerebral palsy. When his
parents leave him in the care of the state, he is
misdiagnosed as an "idiot." Consequently, Petey
grows up in a mental institution. Despite the poor
conditions, Petey develops lasting relationships
with others and shows a zest for life. Years pass,
and Petey becomes wary of those around him
because of broken promises and losses. When
Petey is an old man, Trevor, an eighth-grade boy
who has just moved into town, comes into his life.
He is friendless, as is Petey. His family is busy
and unable to respond to the loneliness Trevor is
facing. Together, the two establish a fast
friendship.
Petey is a marvelous example of an individual
nsmg
above
physical
obstacles
and
circumstances. The book allows the reader to
better understand cerebral palsy and the
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difficulties of those suffering from the disease.
The moral of the book is a good one.
This book is an ideal choice for social studies
teachers doing service learning projects with their
students. The characters are endearing. Trevor's
character, however, is somewhat unbelievable.
Trevor's entire out-of-schoollife becomes caring
for Petey-taking him for walks, taking him
fishing and hiking. He is successful in tracking
down and reuniting old friends of Petey's,
obtaining a new wheelchair, and convincing
doctors to perform surgery on Petey. This is some
thirteen-year-old boy!
Nevertheless, the
tenderness of the book is impressive. It is
definitely appropriate for some audiences and
situations.

in a place where it seems as if time stands still.
Finally, Josh has the opportunity to thwart a
murder plan hatched by a fellow "prisoner." In
putting the interests of the villagers before his
own, Josh finds that his prison has been one of his
own making.
A fantasy, Sang Spell incorporates elements
of historical and realistic fiction to weave a
suspenseful story of those who have sought and
attained peace juxtaposed with Josh, who is still
trying to find inner peace and his place in the
physical world. A non-lurid skinny-dipping scene
and the graphic details of latrine-building are two
of the many episodes in which Josh travels
outside of his previously sheltered and ordered
life.

••••

••••

Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds. Sang Spell. Atheneum,
1998. ISBN 0-689-82007-0. $16.00. 176pp.

Newth, Mette. The Dark Light. Translated by
Faith Ingwerson . Farrar, Straus & Giroux.
ISBN 0-374-31701-1. $17.00. 245 pp.

A 6+ FI

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

"On a night even demons howl for their
mothers, Josh stood on the edge of the highway,
thumbing a ride." And so starts Josh's journey.
After his mother's recent fatal car crash, Josh is
an orphan, just five months shy of getting his
driver's license. Bowing out ofa backpacking trip
with a friend along the Appalachian Trail planned
for the first three weeks of August and not due at
Aunt Carol's Dallas home until the twenty-fourth
of that month, Josh is determined to experience
some freedom by hitchhiking to Texas. The driver
who gives Brian a ride beats him, takes off with
his money, and leaves him in the area of Sang
Hollow-wherever that is. Josh is rescued by a
woman driving a horse-drawn wagon. Eventually,
he fmds that he is somewhere in the Appalachians
in a community of Melungeons who harvest the
valuable ginseng, called "sang" by the locals.
The village of Canara is the Melungeons'
answer for the safety and peace they have always
sought, but for Josh it is a prison from which there
is no escape. Even as he tries to leave, he finds
himself going in circles and always ending back

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1998

* 6+ FI

Reviewed by Cinda Clement

Thirteen-year-old Tora is a mountain child in
Norway, living a harsh existence as the youngest
child in a family ruled by a harsh, negative
grandmother. Although Tora is bullied by her
older brothers, she finds friendship and kindness
in her friend Endre. After he leaves to find work,
she finds that she has leprosy and is deserted by
her family to be roughly carted off to the hospital
for lepers. The rest of the story tells of her
experiences in the hospital. As Tora's disease
progresses, she struggles to find meaning to her
life and the death she sees around her. As she
serves and grows to love the people around her,
she fmds a productive, satisfying life in a horrible
situation. She learns to forgive, and to give and
accept love.
This book is a treasure. The attitude of the
main character allows her to live a valuable life,
even as a leper dying in the hospital. While
depicting, quite graphically, the progress of the
disease on the body, the author also presents a
soul that grows strong and brightens in love, self-
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knowledge, and acceptance. The language is
beautiful, and the story is well told. Although a
story on leprosy would naturally be sad, this one
is much broader than sad, suggesting that attitude
is at least as important as experience in this
life-a good lesson for all to learn. This book is a
translation, but the beauty of the story and the
presentation have been preserved.

••••
Palatini, Margie. Zoom Broom. Illustrated by
Howard Fine. Hyperion, 1998. ISBN 0-78680322-3. $14.95. Unpaginagted.
B+ K-4 PB

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

In this rip-roaring sequel to Piggie Pie, Gritch
the Witch is again looking for a delectable nibble,
but her broom stalls in midair-A PROBLEM!
Gritch's search for new transportation takes her to
Foxy's. Foxy is a sleazy salesman, but Gritch
refuses to be flim-flammed into a rug or pumpkin.
She demands "a Zoom Broom. A stick that's
quick." After a "Who's on first?" routine with
"WITCH 1 is the one you want" (the brooms are
named WITCH 1, WITCH 2, etc.), Gritch gets her
transportation and the better of Foxy as they go
for a spin.
To Palatini's humorous text, Fine adds
electrifyingly funny illustrations in bright jewel
tones. The PalatiniJFine duo goes to extremes to
create memorable humor, and this picture
storybook soars soothly until the ending, which,
like Gritch's broom, seems to splutter and stall in
midair. Even the smallness and loss of detail in
the final illustration seem to emphasize the weak
ending. Zoom Boom will delight Piggie Pie fans,
even though the ending and last illustration are
disappointing. Piggie Pie is the better of the two.

••••
Paulsen, Gary. Brian's Return. Delacorte, 1999.
ISBN 0-385-32500-2. $15.95. 115 pp.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss4/3

A 6+ FI

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

After Brian's adventures in Hatchet, The
River, and Brian's Winter, it is understandable
that the muscular and adventure-seasoned
teenager hardly fits into the typical citified,
teenage-male mold. Brian doesn't care for the
pastimes of his friends: hanging out at the mall,
discussing girls or who is currently doing drugs,
and other teenage time-wasters. Even a juicy
hamburger and a hot pizza have lost their appeal.
When Brian literally beats the tar out of the star
football player, who actually initiated the
confrontation, Brian is assigned to Caleb
Lancaster, a giant of a man and a family
counselor. Caleb is also blind and black. After
initial introductions and then a briefing on Brian's
adventures-he is famous, after all-Caleb asks
Brian to tell him something about the woods that
he, Caleb, can see in his mind. After thinking a
while about his wilderness survival feats, Brian
describes a sunset for Caleb. It is Caleb who
suggests that Brian go back-back to the woods
and the Cree family that rescued him.
Brian's preparation and his journey back into
the wilderness is the study of a young man who,
in longing to find himself and his place in the
world, returns to the site of his physical and
spiritual grounding. Short chapters, page-turning
adventures, and the insights Brian discovers about
himself and those who have gone before are some
of the elements that make this Paulsen-promised
"final book about Brian" a satisfying read.

••••
Peck, Robert Newton. Nine Man Tree. Random
House, 1998. ISBN 0-679-89257-5. $17.00.
170 pp.
B+ 5+ FI

Reviewed by Tom Wright

Perhaps one of the disadvantages of writing a
book of such merit as A Day No Pigs Would Die
early in one's career is that you are always being
measured against it. It is regrettable that Nine
Man Tree doesn't quite measure up. The book is
well written. It captures some delightful dialect of
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interior Florida, and Peck certainly introduces
some colorful characters. But, this story doesn't
move the soul as does the earlier work. Peck gives
us a story (not terribly unique, save its setting in
the Florida swamps) instead of a testament. I
apologize for having such high expectations.
Yolee Tharp lives in the south Florida
swamps with a loving, abused mother, a wretch of
a father, and an adoring sister. The story revolves
around a renegade 500-pound boarhog that is
terrorizing the back water community. Imagine
Jaws with a mutant Babe. A number of folks are
attempting to kill the beast in several gripping
scenes (I'm serious about Jaws).
Nine Man Tree comes from an Indian legend
about life's end for a warrior. A local Calusa
Indian has become Yolee's guardian angel,
unbeknownst to him. He appears in the end to
save the day and join his destiny with that of the
great boarhog. This is a good story, well written,
but it does not have the haunting beauty of A Day
No Pigs Would Die.

••••
Powling, Chris. Roald Dahl. Carolrhoda, 1998.
ISBN 1-57505-274-1. $21.27.24 pp.
B 2-4 NF BI

Reviewed by Janet O. Francis

After a long, dry spell without many
biographies written for younger readers, several
series are making an appearance. The Tell Me
About series fits this niche nicely, if not with
distinction.
Illustrated with copious photos and touching
lightly on most aspects of Roald Dahl's
interesting life, this easy-read could lead into
some of Dahl's own writing, autobiographical or
otherwise, which would be infinitely worthwhile.
Once captured by Dahl's crisp, witty dialogue,
these young readers could find a whole new
reason for books.
In the meantime, knowing a little about real
people is a turn-on for reluctant readers; these
biographies could meet that requirement. Included
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in the series are Frederic Chopin, Beatrix Potter,
and Vincent Van Gogh, among others.

••••
Prelutsky, Jack, editor. Imagine That. Illustrated
by Kevin Hawkes. Knopf,1998. ISBN 0-67988206-5. $18.00. 45 pp.
A 4-8 PT PB

Reviewed by Janet O. Francis

Traditionally, poetry is a tool of
communication, that condenses and enhances
meaning to its essence. Prelutsky's new
collection, Imagine That, does the essence thing,
but the communication depends a lot on the
reader.
Germane to the collection are nonsense words
(Dr. Seuss, Ogden Nash and other masters
included), frenetic descriptions that create
glowing pictures of the never-seen, and a general
suspension of disbelief making all things possible,
if not welcome.
For browsing, programs, or reading aloud
after lunch.

••••
Pullman, Philip. Count Karlstein. Illustrated by
Diana Bryan. Knopf, 1998. ISBN 0-67989255-9. $18.99. 243 pp.
A 6-9 FI

Reviewed by Rachel Wadham

In nineteenth-century Switzerland, the evil
Count Karlstein plans to sacrifice his two young
nieces, Charlotte and Lucy, to fulfill his villainous
blood pact with Zamiel the Demon Huntsman.
When the girls' faithful servant, Hildi Kelmar,
and their former teacher, Miss Augusta
Davenport, discover the Count's plot, it is up to
them and a host of other enchanting characters to
foil his wicked plans.
Count Karlstein is a delightful gothic
melodrama that is eminently suitable for middlegrade readers. It is far from being as intense as
Pullman's Dark Materials or the Sally Lockhart
series. With alternate chapters told from the
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viewpoints of various characters, this novel is
stylistically rich and will appeal to all genders
even though the main characters are girls. The
plot's Dickensian twists and multiple subplots
may be daunting to some readers, but everything
works out beautifully in the end. First published in
the United States sixteen years after its debut in
Britain, this novel will be a fresh and exciting
addition to any collection. Librarians and teachers
will find this book a wonderful way to steer young
readers away from R.L. Stine-type books.

••••

look at, a feathery goose to cuddle, a great big
kiss from the cow, a flock of wooly sheep to keep
baby warm, and a tree full of birds to sing baby to
sleep. Little Brother thinks he knows what baby
wants: to be picked up, cuddled, kissed, wrapped
in his quilt, and sung a soft lullaby. He is
successful!
Anyone who has cared for an infant or has a
baby in their family will enjoy this cute story.
Youngsters and adults alike will be amused at the
solution each family member comes up with and
the pandemonium caused when flowers, goose,
cow, sheep, and birds are each brought into the
house. What lengths we go to please when we
know that babies need to be wrapped up in a
warm quilt, looked at, cuddled, and sung to by
someone they love! Barton's homey, realistic, but
cartoon-like illustrations are perfect for this
pioneer farm setting in which the extended family
lived and faced life's daily challenges together.
The front and back inside covers portraying the
early morning activity and night time calmness of
the prairie farm are beautiful.

••••
Rosenthal, Paul. Yo Aesop, Get a Load o/these
Fables. lllustrated by Marc Rosenthal. Simon
& Schuster, 1998. ISBN 0-689-80100-9.
$16.00. Unpaginated.
A 4+ PB
© 1998 Jill Barton

Root, Phyllis. What Baby Wants. lllustrated by Jill
Barton. Candlewick Press, 1998. ISBN 07636-0207-8. $15.99. Unpaginated.

* Pre+ PB

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Everyone in the family-Grandma, Grandpa,
Aunt, Uncle, Big Sister, and Little Brother-is
anxious to take care of the baby so that Mother
can sleep. When the baby starts crying, each
family member, positive they know what Baby
wants, in turn fetches it only to find their remedy
doesn't work. The rest of the family look on
hopefully as each idea is tried: pretty flowers to
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss4/3

Reviewed by Bethanne Andersen

If Aesop were alive today he would probably
dust off some of his stories and, as they say, "tell
it like it is." This is the idea behind Yo Aesop, Get
a Load o/these Fables. Surprising morals, a sense
of adventure, and beautiful visual descriptions of
characters and situations as only this author can
describe give this book all the twists and turns of
a moral roller coaster.
The drawings capture the excitement and set
the mood. The full-page illustrations leave you
wanting more. This book is a great escape through
comedy and a must for teachers with a wiggly
class to entertain. It's a must for born-again lovers
of fable.

••••
14

Welton et al.: Book Reviews

Children's Book and Play Review 21
Ross, Kathy. Craftsfor Kids Who are Wild About
Oceans. Illustrated by Sharon Lane Holm.
Millbrook Press, 1998. ISBN 0-7613-0262-X.
$26.44. 48 pp.
A 1-5 NF

Reviewed by Annette Van Wagenen

This is another wonderful book in a series of
craft books designed to inspire young crafters.
Well-written instructions and informative color
illustrations ensure both enjoyment and success.
There are ten projects from which to choose.
Tidbits of interesting information come with each
activity. Whether the crafts are simple to make or
time-consuming, they are invariably fun. The
jazzy cover and page borders give the feel of the
ocean. This book begs to be picked up and used.

••••
Sachar, Louis. Holes. Farrar, Straus & Giroux,
1998. ISBN 0-374-33265-7. $16.00. 233 pp.

* 6+ FI

Reviewed by Nancy C. Evensen

An undeserved stay in Camp Green Lake, a
juvenile facility, helps Stanley Yelnats IV gain
confidence, friends, and good fortune. Stanley's
family has a history of bad luck, which they
blame on their "no-good-dirty-rotten-pig-stealinggreat-great-grandfather." Stories of the past are
woven into the text to help explain Stanley's
expenences.
When a pair of stolen shoes fall from the sky,
Stanley claims them, totally unaware that they
were donated by baseball hero Clyde Livingston
for a celebrity auction. Of course, the judge
refuses to believe Stanley'S story. Stanley is
given a choice between Camp Green Lake and
jail. Because his poor family have been unable to
send him to a summer camp, Camp Green Lake is
their choice.
"There is no lake at Camp Green Lake." This
is a clue to the reader that things will not be as
they seem. Rather, Camp Green Lake is a dry, flat
wasteland where the boys are required to rise each
day before dawn and dig a hole five feet by five
feet. Besides the digging, the camp has scorching
sun, poisonous snakes, spiders, lizards, and a
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1998

warden who paints her fmgernails with rattlesnake
venom. Despite its difficulties, the situation
enables Stanley to learn about friendship. When
he figures out that there is a bigger purpose for
digging holes than "building character," the plot
begins to thicken.
Holes is an example of the expression "what
goes around comes around." In this case, it just
takes a few generations of Stanley Yelnats to do
so. The book has a suspenseful storyline filled
with irony that cheers for society's underdogs.
Holes is truly exceptional.

• Editor's Note: Holes was chosen as the 1999
Newbery Award winner.

••••
Schroeder, Russel. Mulan: Special Collector's
Edition. Disney Press, 1998. ISBN 0-78683173-1. $16.95. Unpaginated.
A 5+ NF

Reviewed by Bethanne Andersen

You mayor may not have seen the movie, but
you'll love the story of how an idea is made into
an animated feature. Mulan takes you through
artistic inspiration, behind-the-scenes of the
animation, and tells of the visual development of
background scenes and characters. This book
shows how new technology is working to bring
joy to many.
If you are the least bit interested in how
things are done and want to see the work required
to bring an idea to the big screen, you will love
this book. It's better and more informative than
the movie. A must for "How is it done?" types of
children and adults.

••••
Seymour, Tres. The Revelation of Saint Bruce.
Orchard, 1998. ISBN 0-531-30109-5. $16.95.
120 pp.
A 5+ FI

Reviewed by Wendy Bishop

Being good is just in Bruce's nature. That's
why everyone calls him Saint Bruce.
15

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 19 [1998], Iss. 4, Art. 3

22 Brigham Young University
The students want to be able to have a study
hour rather than attending assemblies, but they
need a teacher to sponsor them. Mr. Farmer tries
to warn them that this same request has been
brought up before with disastrous results. Saint
Bruce assures Mr. Farmer that the same thing will
not happen again.
Sure enough, when the sponsor cannot be in
class one day, Bruce's friends act irresponsibly.
Bruce had not been to class that day but later finds
out the details in spite of his request that they not
tell him. Later, the sponsor questions Bruce about
the matter, and because Bruce's nature is to tell
the truth, his friends are suspended. Bruce soon
finds out how cruel his friends can be.
Mr. Farmer points our that there are four
reasons people are moral: fear of punishment,
expectation of reward, belief that they're doing
what's best for others, and because it is simply in
their nature. At the root of each behavior is a
motivation.
The first two are rooted in
selfishness, fear, and desire. The third is based on
conceit and insecurity, which leads back to fear
and self. The fourth reason is the only one in
which selfishness is not a factor.
With Bruce, the reader learns that doing the
right thing can sometimes be the result of wrong
motives. Even though Bruce's motives are pure,
he learns that doing the right thing sometimes
comes at a high price.

••••
Shannon, David. A Bad Case of Stripes.
Illustrated by David Shannon. Blue Sky
Press, 1998. ISBN 0-590-92997-6. $15.95.
Unpaginated.
A 4+ PB

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Young people and some adults often worry
about what other people think and what
impressions they make on others. The dangers of
this personality quirk may be gently learned by
reading about young Camilla Cream. Her
concerns about fitting in cause her to break out in
a bad case of stripes all over her body! The
doctors, finding she's not contagious, permit her
to go to school. There Camilla finds her stripes
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss4/3

turn into blue and white stripes and stars, polka
dots, and checkerboard patterns according to the
whims of her peers. Camilla is sent home and is
examined by more doctors, who go away stumped
by her mysterious rash. Camilla feels hopeless
until an old woman comes to her home and cures
her by giving her a dish of lima beans to eat. Lima
beans are Camilla's favorite, even though they are
unpopular. Before her "disease," Camilla would
never admit to liking lima beans, because her
friends didn't like them.
This imaginative storyline expresses
interesting aspects of peer pressure and selfesteem. It could easily be used as an interesting
read-aloud selection to begin a health or values
discussion in a school or home setting. It is
important that individuals like and feel secure
with who they are, what they look like, and what
they can do. In addition, Shannon's colored
illustrations are vibrant and animated, and they
show a particular talent for vividly portraying
facial expressions.

••••
Shannon, David. No, David! Illustrated by David
Shannon. Blue Sky Press, 1998. ISBN 0-59093002-8. $14.95. Unpaginated.

* All PB

Reviewed by Bethanne Andersen

Every family has a child like David-a
charming boy who can't seem to stay out of
trouble. David does everything-from banging
pans to running out of the house naked when
mom's not looking. You will feel the joy it is to
be David as his mom yells, "No, no, no, David!"
yet loves him dearly.
Shannon's drawings are done in a delightful,
childlike style as though young David is doing
self-portraits. Full-page illustrations invite us into
David's world as if we were with him on every
misadventure. This book is good for the whole
family. It's a trip down memory lane for adults.
• Editor's Note: This book was chosen as a 1999
Caldecott Honor Book.

••••
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Simmons, Jane. Come Along, Daisy! Illustrated
by Jane Simmons. Little, Brown, 1997. ISBN
0-3167-9790-1. $12.95. Unpaginated.

* Pre-2 PB

• •••

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Daisy, a cute, energetic duckling, likes
discovering the exciting fish, dragonflies, and
frogs in the river, but doesn't realize she has
strayed from safety until she looks up and Mama
isn't there! The river and the riverbank can be a
scary place when you're alone! After she is
reunited with her mother, Daisy still likes to
explore, but she stays close when Mama Duck
says, "Come along, Daisy."
Simmons' text is succinct and can be easily
understood by toddlers and preschoolers. My oneand-a-half-year-old granddaughter loved it!
Simmons' colorful illustrations, though simple,
express action. The blend of text and cute
illustrations delivers a valuable message about
safety for all children.

••••
Tomlinson, Theresa. Child of the May. Orchard,
1998. ISBN 0-5313-0118-4. $15.95.120 pp.
A 5+ FI

Will they succeed? This book keeps the reader in
suspense until the very end.

Reviewed by Annette Van Wagenen

Forestwife, a remote habitat in Barnsdale
Forest, has been home to the lovely Magda her
whole life. Adventure is what she longs for, not
the drudgery of working long hours with her lifetime caretaker, Marian, who is a healer. The forest
is safe-but tedious. She becomes weary of taking
care of sick and helpless people. Trained in
archery and fighting, she disguises herself as a lad
in order to accompany her father John (Little
John) and his friend Robert (Robin Hood) on a
rescue mission to save Lady Matilda and her
daughter Isabelle from imprisonment. The
mission is successful, but the evil Sheriff of
Nottingham seeks revenge.
This is a fast-paced tale of love, valor, and
vengeance. The familiar Robin Hood story takes
on a new twist as it is told from a female
character's point of view. Outnumbered by the
enemy, they must fight with wit against weapons.
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1998

Torres, Leyla. Liliana's Grandmothers. Illustrated
by Leyla Torres. Farrar, Straus & Giroux,
1998. ISBN 0-374-35105-8. $16.00.
Unpaginated.
A Pre+ PB

Reviewed by Suzanne Ostvig

Liliana loves both of her grandmothers, even
though they are from different cultures. This book
shows cultural differences through the eyes of a
child who is very willing to accept both ways of
life.
Liliana's Grandmothers would be a good
book to teach children about other cultures, not
only through its dialogue but also its pictures. The
book demonstrates aspects of Spanish culture
through pictures that portray a parrot, mate, and
religious symbols, such as a crucifix and an image
of a woman praying. Children will be familiar
with Liliana's experiences with her grandmother
in the United States. This book demonstrates that
variety in culture is positive and is very readily
accepted by a child like Liliana. The book is also
available in a Spanish-language edition.

••••
Voake, Charlotte. Here Comes the Train.
Illustrated by Charlotte Voake. Candlewick
Press, 1998. ISBN 0-763-60428-0. $15.99.
Unpaginated.
B K-3 PB

Reviewed by Bethanne Andersen

This story and its illustrations ring out with
sound and action as a bike ride of a young girl,
her little brother, and her father leads to a bridge
where a train is passing underneath. The book
catches the excitement and sound of a simple
event.
Voake captures the thrill of a big train as it
screams and whooshes by as a bridge full of
people watch the train pass. The eloquent pen and
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ink drawings are done in a loose, joyous style.
Here Comes the Train gave me butterflies.

••••
Warner, Sally. Sort of Forever. Knopf, 1998.
ISBN 0-679-88648-6. $16.00. 136 pp.
B 3-6 FI

Reviewed by Cinda Clement

Warner explores the experiences and feelings
of two twelve-year-old best friends as one of then
slowly dies of cancer. The author focuses mostly
on the healthy friend, who goes through feelings
of anger, fear, sadness, and isolation as she tries
to support her sick friend and to live her own life.
The author tells the story in good taste,
without a lot of melodrama, but lets the reader
feel how it might be to experience the death of a
friend.

••••
White, Ellen Emerson. Voyage of the Great
Titanic: the Diary of Margaret Ann Brady.
Scholastic, 1998. ISBN 0-590-96273-6.
$9.95. 197 pp.
A- 4+ FI

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Fourteen-year-old Margaret Ann Brady is
hired as a companion/maid for the wealthy Mrs.
Cartstairs, who will be sailing from London to
New York on the maiden voyage of the Titanic.
Margaret, who was orphaned at a young age, grew
up at the St. Abernathy's Orphanage for Girls in
Whitechapel. She thought herself very fortunate to
receive free passage to America, where she
planned to join her brother, William, in Boston.
Margaret's twenty-four diary entries tell the
reader of the sharp contrast between her childhood
and the elegant life of a first-class passenger on
the Titanic. It also describes the sudden, tragic
sinking that killed over 1500 people. Margaret
was one of about 700 survivors.
This is another book in the Dear America
series, which provides an interesting avenue for
young readers to relive history through another
child's point of view. However, it is only a
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss4/3

fictionalized account. White explains this at the
end of the book: "Margaret Ann Brady is a
fictional character, created by the author, and her
diary is a work of fiction." Margaret is a
believable character, but at times the insights and
attitudes Margaret expressed were unrealistic for
a fourteen-year-old who grew up in the working
class in London and had very little education
outside of the girl's school. With a fictional
character, the "Epilogue," which tells the reader
what Margaret did after she arrived in New York
City and explains the rest of her life, may mislead
young readers. Obviously, Margaret is a
composite of the lives of many real people. Which
people? A more fitting epilogue would have told
the reader about the lives on which the author
based her fictional character, and what became of
them after they survived this terrible tragedy. I did
enjoy the historical note entitled "Life in
America: 1912," which tells other particulars
about the Titanic and includes pictures of the huge
ocean liner, maps of the voyage, and a timeline.
The Titanic continues to be a popular topic for all
ages. This selection would be a good addition to
a school or public library fiction collection.

••••
Wilder, Laura Ingalls. Laura and Nellie (A Little
House Chapter Book). Illustrated by Renee
Graef. HarperCollins, 1998. ISBN 0-06027496-4. $13.89. 67 pp.
A 2-6 FI

Reviewed by Cinda Clement

Laura dislikes Nellie Olsen from the day they
meet, when Nellie wrinkles up her nose and calls
Laura a "country girl." Each chapter chronicles
another adventure and, usually, another run-in
with Nellie.
This chapter book is taken from the Little
House on the Prairie series and has its same good
and gentle feeling, with lessons concerning
relationships and moral values. Children will find
enjoyment and learn from it.

••••
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Wilson, Nancy Hope. Flapjack Waltzes. Farrar,
Straus & Giroux, 1998. ISBN 0-374-32345-3.
$16.00. 144 pp.
B 5-8 FI

Reviewed by Rachel Welton

Natalie was only in sixth grade when her
sixteen-year-old brother Jimmy died in a car
accident. Two years later, Natalie is still fractured
by the memories and the loss she has suffered.
She no longer associates with her best friend
Zheng, whose older brother survived the crash.
Natalie's mother sleeps all the time, and her father
cracks lame jokes and acts as if nothing were
amiss. When an empty house in the neighborhood
is sold, Natalie hopes a girl her age will move
there. Instead, an old German professor named
Herta Ehrlich moves in. Through Herta's
friendship, Natalie begins to mend the pieces of
her past that have so wounded her present.
While a good story with decent development
of the character Natalie, the book is lacking in
many areas. Herta's character, who lost a father in
the Holocaust, is shallow; her influence on Natalie
is superficial for the reader. Despite its minor
deficiencies, this book would probably be very
helpful to a youth dealing with a loss similar to
Natalie's because of its insights into the process
of healing after experiencing a death so close to
home.

••••
Wisniewski, David. The Secret Knowledge of
Grown-Ups. Illustrated by David Wisniewski.
Lathrop, Lee & Shepard, 1998. ISBN 0-68815339-9. $16.00. Unpaginated.
A 4+ PB

Reviewed by Bethanne Andersen

You fmd a crumbled, secret note, take a peek
when no one is looking, and enter the top-secret
world of grown-ups. You learn everything from
why you eat vegetables (to keep them from
walking the earth) to why you shouldn't pick your
nose (because it's disgusting and your brain may
deflate).
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1998

This clever book would be perfect to read to
the after-lunch set, but beware-you may end up
on the floor laughing to death. The truth is hard to
take. If there are children who need a clue about
why their parents tell them to do certain things,
this book answers their questions with creative
humor. I would have liked to see more full-page
illustrations, but the text is a hit.

••••
Woodruff, Elvira. Dear Austin, Letters from the
Underground. Knopf, 1998. ISBN 0-67988594-3. $17.99. 137 pp.
B 4-9 FI

Reviewed by Cinda Clement

This story, set in Pennsylvania in 1853,
unfolds through letters written from Levi to his
big brother, Austin, who has gone to Oregon to
homestead. Levi tells his brother about his life
and adventures with his friends, some of whom
are free, black children, at a time when the
underground railroad is bringing black slaves to
freedom in the north. Some men are stealing
northern free blacks to take south and sell as
slaves. One of Levi's friends is stolen; Levi and
the stolen girl's brother try to save her.
This interesting story includes some lessons
on prejudice and human kindness. Some of the
plot development is unrealistic, but overall, it
would be educational and interesting for the
young reader.

••••

Woodson, Jacqueline. If You Come Softly.
Putnam, 1998. ISBN 0-399-23112-9. $15.99.
181 pp.

* 7-12 FI

Reviewed by Rachel Welton

Miah and Ellie have a deep and wonderful
relationship, but they are often the point of
speculation and ridiculed because of one
thing-Miah is black and Ellie is white. Neither
Miah nor Ellie sees their respective skin colors as
a barrier, but even Ellie's liberal older sister tells
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Ellie she should think twice about dating an
African-American.
A powerful look into race relations in the
modern world, If You Come Softly will leave
readers angry at the unfair prejudice that still
exists in our "enlightened" society. The surprising
and violent ending may seem out of place to
some, but the shock is just what is needed to wake
readers up from their passivity. Miah and Ellie are
pioneers in their love, and their relationship
changes many attitudes about the nature of race in
society.

should be allowed to discuss and read about issues
that are of interest to them, and they believe that
faith and the spirit are matters children often
consider.
The topic and plot of the book are certain to
attract the interest of readers. The book
successfully deals with issues of faith, religion,
love, families, boy-girl relationships, and courage.
As Coville has explained, the two authors
collaborating on one work truly is an example of
the whole being greater than the sum of the parts.
It is an outstanding read.

••••

••••

Yolen, Jane and Bruce Coville. Armageddon
Summer. Harcourt Brace, 1998. ISBN 0-15201767-4. $17.00. 272 pp.

Zindel, Paul. ReefofDeath. HarperCollins, 1998.
ISBN 0-06-024728-2. $15.89. 177 pp.

* 6+ FI

Reviewed by Naney C. Evensen

A group of believers occupy the top of a
remote mountain, confident they will be among
the elect saved from mass destruction of the world
scheduled to occur on July 27, 2000. Marina, a
young girl full of religious fervor, and her family
are among the faithful. Jed, on the other hand,
comes to the mountain top out of devotion to his
father rather than out of faith. As tension on the
mountain grows, Marina and Jed come to rely on
each other for friendship and support. When the
unexpected occurs, Marina and Jed's quick
thinking and courage allow some to escape the
horror of the Armageddon.
The style of this book is unique in that it is
written in alternating first person. Marina and Jed
take turns sharing their feelings about the same
experiences while on the mountain top. Yolen
wrote Marina's portion while Coville took the part
of Jed. The character development is exceptional.
Marian and Jed's relationship is portrayed in a
tasteful, positive way.
Religion is a novel topic for adolescent
literature. Some librarians and teachers may feel
uncomfortable with addressing this issue;
however, Yolen and Coville feel that children
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss4/3

NR 6+ FI

Reviewed by Cinda Clement

Seventeen-year-old PC leaves his family to
fly to Australia to help his uncle and an aboriginal
girl investigate the death of her brother on the
Great Barrier Reef.
While some of the author's books are listed
on the Recommended Books for the Reluctant
Reader List, this reviewer can't recommend this
book. The plot is thin, and there is very little
relationship development. It is supposed to be a
mystery adventure, but much of it is just plain
violence and gore, with a sadistic woman scientist
thrown in to mete out torture. Little space is given
to plot development, character development, or
any other qualities which make up a good book.

••••
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